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How to measure fractional statistics 
 

One of the key observations in the original theory of the fractional Quantum Hall Effect was 

the existence of low energy excitations, i.e. effective quasi-particles, which possess 

fractional charge, and whose quantum statistics is intermediate between fermions and 

bosons. The issue of such fractional statistics was practically dormant for two decades, but 

has seen a burst of renewed interest in recent years. I will review here some of the 

dilemmas associated with the observation of fractional statistics, and discuss proposals for 

an experimental observation of this elusive effect. 


